March 17 – 21, 2023
Somerset Inn, Troy, MI

Class Offerings and Teacher Biographies
Registration Opens October 1, 2022
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401: Interpreting the Painted Canvas ─
Debbie Stiehler
Proficiency Level: Intermediate to Advanced
Kit Cost: $100
Ground: Painted canvas
Design Size: 12” x 16” or 192 square inches (or smaller)
Debbie will interpret your canvas using the principles of focal point, depth perception, and color
placement to create a unique stitch guide for
each student. The design size is limited to 12” x
16” or 192 square inches. A full-size photocopy of
your canvas is due to Debbie by January 10th.
Students will receive a list of suggested threads
and embellishments prior to class. Class size is
limited to 18 students.
Student to Bring: Painted canvas mounted on stretcher bars, suggested threads and embellishments, and
usual stitching supplies.

402: Japanese Embroidery Study Group ─
Mary Alice Sinton
Proficiency Level: All
Kit Cost: Depends on the Phase; purchase prior to class from instructor if needed
Ground: 100% silk fabric
Design Size: N/A
All levels of Japanese Embroidery (JE) are taught including Phase pieces
and challenge pieces enhancing the student’s journey into the way of
Japanese Embroidery. Exploring JE helps a student improve their overall
stitching in any medium with the discipline and structure found in JE.
Please allow a minimum of 6 weeks prior to class to order a JE kit.
Student to bring: JE supplies, including awl, tekobari, JE needles, scissors,
magnification, light box.
Pre-work: None
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403: Spring Sampler ─ Celeste Chalasani
Proficiency Level: Intermediate
Kit Cost: $150
Ground: Silk shantung
Design Size: 8 ½” x 7”
Spring has always been my favorite time of year. The first
blooms always bring hope, the taste of what is to come. This
year, spring signifies so much more. Spring represents the
hope of the end of this pandemic. It signifies the hope that
we can once again come together, sing together, and enjoy
life together. The phrase I chose for the sampler is from the
Song of Solomon. Students may choose to stitch an alternative phrase, names and dates, or may leave the interior of
the sampler blank. This is a “slow stitch” project, meant to
be savored over time. Left-handed instructions available upon request.
Student to bring: 12” x 12” stretcher bars; two 4” embroidery hoops; wire cutters; 6” ruler; tweezers; acid
free dark green felt tip marking pen; acid free red felt tip marking pen; acid free glue stick; masking tape; mechanical pencil or Pigma® pen; small sharp scissors; paper scissors; cream colored sewing thread; needle puller; needle threader; and usual stitching supplies. Magnification is highly recommended. Optional: a doodle
cloth to practice stitches.
Pre-work: 2-4 hours. Students will transfer the design to their background fabric.

Is there a woman whom you admire?
Do you have a relative, friend, or teacher—past or present—who impressed you? Maybe there is a woman in
literature, sports, or in science who sticks in your memory.

We are honoring women in our lives because March is Women’s History Month and the month we celebrate
International Women’s Day.
• The woman that you honor can be real or fictional, past or present, in the arts, from science, from sports,
or maybe just a wonderful, helpful cousin or neighbor—someone who affected you in some way.
• You may do a portrait, or “essence of the person”, a memory.
• Your stitched design can be real, collage, posterized, or abstract.
• Size to fit up to a 12” x 16” frame, in any technique. If two-dimensional, mat and frame with screw eyes
and braided wire, ready to hang. Please, no sawtooth hangers.
• Any other technique should be finished appropriately for proper display of that subject.
• Artist Statement. Do not forget your Artist Statement describing what inspired you about this woman
and how you developed your portrait or portrayal of her.
• Possible inspirations? Mother Teresa, Sally Ride, First Ladies (Dolly Madison, Eleanor Roosevelt), an
Olympic star, your grandmother.
National Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2023 − Class Offerings and Teacher Biographies

Page 4

101: Gertrude the Patchwork Giraffe ─
Toni Gerdes
Proficiency Level: Intermediate
Kit Cost: $150
Ground: 18-ct white canvas
Design Size: 9” x 11”

Student to Bring: 13”x 15” stretcher bars, usual stitching supplies including scissors and laying tool.
Pre-work: None

102: Flames of Desire ─ Kaye Judt
Proficiency Level: Intermediate
Kit Cost: $100
Ground: 3 ½” thread wrapped S8 temari and cotton fabric
Design Size: 3 ½” sphere and ½” tall yubinuki

A feeling of warmth overcomes you as you gaze at the
glowing colors of this temari. Steeped in history, the art
of temari can quickly become an obsession. Adding more
divisions to the pre-wrapped, eight division temari makes
stitching this design easy. A coordinating stand, also
called a yubinuki or stitched Japanese thimble, allows you
to show off your creation with style.
Student to Bring: Scissors to cut thread, scissors to cut
paper, thimble, scotch tape, fine pen for marking
yubinuki pattern, red or orange marker, 6” clear ruler,
optional light and magnification.
Pre-work: None
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103: Circling In On Circles ─
Do Andrew
Proficiency Level: Beginner
Kit Cost: $20
Ground: N/A
Design Size: 5” x 10” up to 11” x 14”, depending on design involved
Have you ever thought about how many ways
we use circles in our lives? Think of pills,
buttons, cakes, many forms of fruits, and don’t
forget rings, bubbles, and merry-go-rounds,
too! A circle can be a quiet, undemanding but
challenging shape. But a circle can also take so many directions: to be filled with color and became a blossom,
be distorted into an abstract statement, or develop the three-dimensional illusion of a pumpkin shape.
This class offers both a challenge and an opportunity to try a different approach to our thinking. Let’s see
where our circle study will lead us. We’ll share circle ideas, maybe to enlarge or reduce, or to overlap or divide
them. Will your circles turn into a sparkling sea scape, a quiet garden, or a bold abstract? See you in class!

Student to Bring: Regular stitching materials, sketch paper and pencils, colored pencils as needed. More may
be added as class approaches and the instructor has developed more ideas to share in the student letter.
Pre-work: Any circle designs in progress. Bring design ideas, photos for reference material

104: Mountains to the Sea ─
Laura Smith
Proficiency Level: Basic Intermediate and beyond
Kit Cost: $95
Ground: Congress cloth
Design Size: 8” x 10”
Create a serene evening by the sea with
stitched textures and subtle color progressions. Trace design elements and paint a
background. Add sheer fabric overlays to provide texture for the sky and mountains. The
barn and foreground tundra are fabric appliqués. The foreground can be embellished
with hand stitches to represent flowers or sea grass. The lighthouse and ocean are softly shaded with longand-short stitch. Bring the ocean to life by adding silver reflections.

Student to Bring: 12” x 14” stretcher bars, tacks, usual stitching supplies, tack hammer if possible.
Pre-work: None
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105: Petite Pansy ─ Barbara Ellis
Proficiency Level: Intermediate
Kit Cost: $85
Ground: Thread and beads
Design Size: 15” rope (adjustable) with a 2” x 4” flower
pendant
A necklace featuring the passionate pansy flower, a botanical beauty in full bloom. It is created in brick stitch,
with size 11/0 cylinder beads in pale blush pink and
tones of lavender or royal blue with deep purple. Accents of 2.5mm bicone crystals are woven into the delicate petals and embellished with rondels, leaves and
pearls. The pansy flower pendant has a silver bail and is
showcased on a Russian spiral created in 11/0 and 15/0
seed beads.
Student to Bring: Beading mat or board, good light
source (battery operated), one G thread (blush or royal
blue), size 10 and 12 beading needles, small sharp pair
of scissors, ruler or tape, magnified eye wear if needed.
Pre-work: None

106: Ribbon Pumpkin ─ Janet Zickler Casey
Proficiency Level: Intermediate
Kit Cost: $275
Ground: 18 ct white canvas
Design Size: 10” x 10” x 10”
Ribbon Pumpkin is a 3-dimensional pumpkin that is created by combining different “ribbons” stitched in rich
colorful fall patterns. Each of the 2-3” wide ribbons will
be stitched using an assortment of threads including
Splendor Silk, Neon Rays, Watercolors, Fyre Werks, Sparkle Rays, and Kreinik Metallics. The final result is a beautiful holiday decoration that can stay put for the entire
fall season. Finishing instructions will be included and
discussed in class.
Student to Bring: Two sets of 16” x 16” stretcher bars and the usual stitching supplies, including light and
magnification if needed.
Pre-work: None
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107: Through The Looking Glass ─
Kurdy Biggs
Proficiency Level: Advanced
Kit Cost: $170
Ground: 18 ct canvas
Design Size: 9” diameter circle
Come join me on a stitching journey Through the
Looking Glass as we stitch this stunning kaleidoscopeinspired piece. We start our passage at the center of
the kaleidoscope with an exquisite three-layer Jessica
and continue our exploration of stitches including
Double Fans, Walnetos, Jessicas, Crescents, Sheafs
and Wrapped Eyelets as we progress outward. Our
stitches will use luscious silk and metallic threads
from Rainbow Gallery, Kreinik, Bijoux and Accentuate
in a color palette ranging from creamy white to vintage gold and on to shimmering bronze. Once the
stitching is completed, beads and crystals will be added to complete the kaleidoscope design. A yellow colorway will be available as well.
Student to Bring: 14” x 14” stretcher bars, usual stitching supplies.
Pre-work: None

108: Studio Time ─ Diane Herrmann
Proficiency Level: All
Kit Cost: None
Ground: N/A
Design Size: N/A
If you would like to finish some works in progress or
begin an old or newly purchased project, this class is
for you. If you wish to treat yourself to the luxury of
uninterrupted stitching time, this class is for you. If
you have any unfinished class projects, now is the
time to get additional help. The informal structure
of Studio Time lets you use the class to meet YOUR
needs, offering a great learning experience...and
fun, too!
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201: Imari Wind ─ Jennifer Riefenberg
Proficiency Level: Intermediate
Kit Cost: $110
Ground: Congress cloth
Design Size: 6” x 6”
Imari Wind is inspired from the ceramic patterns of
Japan known as Imari. This elegant piece introduces
many unusual patterns and stitches with silk and metal for the intermediate student. The design creates a
sense of movement and interest, and the colors are
reminiscent of deep tone jewels. The kit includes a
line drawn design on Congress cloth, silk and other
threads, and instructions to complete the piece. Let
your needle fly on the Imari Wind.
Student to Bring: 10” x 10” stretcher bars, laying tool,
usual stitching supplies, light and magnification if
needed.
Pre-work: None

202: Saffron Crocus ─ Kaye Judt
Proficiency Level: Intermediate
Kit Cost: $60
Ground: 32 ct Belfast linen
Design Size: 6” x 6”
Planted in August and harvested by hand in October, the saffron crocus holds the world's most expensive seasoning. Try the Italian needle art of reticello cutwork using the gentle colors of the crocus.
This is the first in a set of four samplers that will
explore the different stitches of reticello while celebrating the seasons.
Student to Bring: Small scissors to cut threads, light
colored basting thread, thimble (needed), straight
pins, tweezers, needle grabber, measuring tape,
pen and paper to take notes, optional light and
magnification.
Pre-work: None
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203: Heart of the Sea – Dawn Donnelly
Proficiency Level: Intermediate
Kit Cost: $88
Ground: Cork linen
Design Size: 6 ½” x 9”
Heart of the Sea: what a way to showcase your beachcombing collection, especially shells. A variety of stitches will be used to bring this
piece to life. The student will learn how to transfer the base lines to the
linen, and then spend time creating their own scene. Shells are included
in the kit, but the student may want to use some of their own.
After the student has arranged and set the design of their piece, time
is spent learning how to attach the shells to the linen using a few
methods. In addition, the student will learn how to create a sea anemone, sea urchin, sea worm, starfish, and brain coral. Stitches include
Ribbed Spider’s Web, Buttonhole Rings, Fake Bullion, Eyelet, Ribbed
Lazy Daisy and French Knots.
Student to Bring: 10” x 13” stretcher bars (no scroll frames), red and green color pencils, tweezers, magnifier
and light if needed, usual stitching supplies.
Pre-work: None

204: Adirondack Autumn ─
Laura Smith
Proficiency Level: All
Kit Cost: $84
Ground: Lutradur®(100 g/yd)
Design Size: 11” x 14”

Autumn leaves contrast with a background of evergreens – or your choice of colors. For the sky,
create a sunrise, a blue sky, or a stormy sky with
sun underneath (as pictured). Paint the background on sturdy, translucent Lutradur 100. Then,
embellish it with sheer fabrics to create texture.
Render evergreen trees with one stitch and brightly colored deciduous trees with a contrasting
stitch. There are several options for stitches. Learn to contrast the stitches to mimic textures of an oldgrowth forest. Optional deckle edge for easy finishing!
Student to Bring: Usual stitching supplies, including scissors for paper, fabric, and embroidery; neither a
hoop nor stretcher bars are used.
Pre-work: None
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205: Turkish Delight ─ Barbara Ellis
Proficiency Level: Intermediate
Kit Cost: $125
Ground: Threads and beads
Design Size: 78” long necklace and one shorter
18” necklace
This is a dual strand infinity style necklace that
specializes in multi-rope variations connected
using coin pearls and jewel stones. Each section
and portion of the necklace is created one at a
time and connected to create one 78” long
necklace and one shorter 18” necklace finished
with a charm and drop focal piece. It is really
fun to create and there will be several colorways to choose from including purple haze, ivory coast, and midnight clouds.
Student to Bring: Beading mat or board, good light source (battery operated), 6 lb. Fireline (smoke color for
all kits except ivory coast where crystal is preferred) or thread preference, beading needles (size 12 and 13),
small sharp pair of scissors, ruler or tape, magnified eye wear if needed.
Pre-work: None

206: Patchwork Evergreen ─ Janet Zickler Casey
Proficiency Level: Intermediate
Kit Cost: $275
Ground: 18 ct canvas
Design Size: 9” x 12”
Patchwork Evergreen is a 3-dimensional puzzle tree that consists of 4
canvases executed in a patchwork of fun holiday- and tree-themed
patterns stitched in a variety of threads and textures. The threads
include a wide variety of greens, gold, whites and reds in Vineyard
Silk, Watercolours, Sparkle Rays, Neon Rays Plus, Fyre Werks, Kreinik
Metallics, Splendor Silks, Entice and Glisten. The finishing instructions will be included and discussed in the class.
Student to Bring: Four sets of 13” x 16” stretcher bars (students
could get by with two and change out the canvases on day two), usual stitching supplies, light and magnification if needed.
Pre-work: None
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207: Under the Summer Sun ─ Kurdy Biggs
Proficiency Level: Intermediate
Kit Cost: $165
Ground: 18 ct canvas
Design Size: 11” diameter circle
Are you ready to relax Under the Summer Sun? Come
along with me as we create our own summer oasis.
Radiating out from large sundial shell in the center we
will use a variety of Jessicas, Swirls, Wrapped Eyelets,
Sprats Heads and Crescent stitches to create the sand
and surf of our oasis. Our palette will be a range of
blues and browns in luscious silks and sparkling metallics to bring the sea and shore to life. Once the
stitching is complete, we will add beads and crystals
to add the sparkle and reflection of the summer sun.
Student to Bring: 14” x 14“ stretcher bars, usual
stitching supplies.
Pre-work: None

208: Studio Time ─ Diane Herrmann
Proficiency Level: All
Kit Cost: None
Ground: N/A
Design Size: N/A
If you would like to finish some works in progress or
begin an old or newly purchased project, this class
is for you. If you wish to treat yourself to the luxury
of uninterrupted stitching time, this class is for you.
If you have any unfinished class projects, now is the
time to get additional help. The informal structure
of Studio Time lets you use the class to meet YOUR
needs, offering a great learning experience...and
fun, too!
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Do Andrew
Do is an artist and designer, teacher, lecturer, judge, and author who creates work in a variety of media in the
needle art and fine art disciplines. She has NAN certifications as both a Master Teacher and Master Judge, and
completed the Honors Level. Do was the Director of Judges’ Certification for six years and currently is the Monitor for the Master Judging program. She holds a BFA degree from Syracuse University and an MFA from Maryland Institute College of Art. Dolores is a retired Associate Professor of Art at Essex Community College in Baltimore County, MD. She has written and illustrated three books on textile subjects and is represented by several
galleries. Her artwork has been accepted in juried exhibitions throughout the U.S.
www.DoloresAndrewDesigns.com
Kurdy Biggs
Kurdy is a counted canvas designer, teacher, and owner of Threedles Needleart Designs. Kurdy holds a Level
II Teaching Certificate from NAN. Her geometric designs have won numerous awards from ANG, NAN, EGA,
TNNA and Woodlawn. She has been published in Needle Pointers, Needlepoint Now, and Cross Stitch and
Needlework. Kurdy has taught for national ANG, EGA and NAN seminars and in retail shops.
www.threedles.com
Janet Zickler Casey
Janet holds a B.S. degree from the University of Texas in Medical Technology, a field from which she recently
retired after 40 years. Janet has taught for over 20 years, including ANG and EGA National Seminars, Callaway
School of Needle Arts, Blue Bonnet Studios, and many guild chapters, as well as several shops in the Houston
area, where she makes her home with her husband, Steve. An ANG and EGA Life Patron, she is an avid stitcher, designer, and teacher of needlepoint and is known for creating whimsical three-dimensional characters
and ornaments for holiday and festive occasions.
Celeste Chalasani
Celeste is an award-winning designer and teacher specializing in Stumpwork. She has been teaching since
2012 for NAN and at EGA chapter, region, and national events, online through Craftsy, and virtually for
Quiltfest. She is a graduate of the NAN Teachers’ Certification program specializing in Stumpwork and was
invited to accession her piece Tidal Treasures into the NAN Permanent Collection at the Gregg School of Art
& Design at North Carolina State University.

“Teaching Stumpwork is a labor of love for me. I am passionate about sharing what I know. I approach teaching from the understanding that different people learn in different ways. I strive to provide clear written instructions with step-by-step color photos, orally explain the technique with color coded visual aids, demonstrate stitches and techniques, and work one on one with each student as they practice their techniques.”
www.celestechalasani.com
Dawn Donnelly
Dawn is a mixed-media artist who enjoys incorporating other forms of art within needlepoint. She holds a
Teachers’ Certification in canvas with NAN and teaches nationally and locally for NAN, The American Needlepoint Guild, and Embroiderers' Guild of America. Dawn has been recognized for her excellence of work in numerous exhibitions. She spends her time volunteering as Membership Chair, Registrar, and Dean of Faculty
for NAN, and President for ANG’s Magnificent Obsession Chapter. Several of her articles have been published
in Needlepoint Now and Needle Pointers. www.threadupdd.com
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Barbara Ellis
Barbara Ellis is originally from Chicago, IL and graduated from The Ringling School of Art and Design in Sarasota, FL. She has received many awards for her work as a licensed interior designer and as a creator of fine
jewelry. She also creates and designs her own beaded jewelry pieces and patterns. She has been published in
both Beadwork and Bead & Button magazines. She participates annually with the Toho Bead Competition and
two of her pieces traveled to both Japan and Germany on exhibition. She was a Bead Dreams Finalist in 2017
and 2019. Currently her latest creation, "Beaded Spats" will be on display at the grand opening of the Bead
Museum in Portland, ME later this year. She shares her craft by teaching at The Center of The Arts of Bonita
Springs, FL, and various EGA events and organizations.

Toni Gerdes
Toni holds Level II Teachers’ Certification from NAN specializing in canvas embroidery. She currently serves
on the Board of NAN as the Director of Education after serving 5 years as Assistant Director of Teachers’ Certification. Toni has also served on the Board of Directors for several ANG chapters as Program Chair & President. She is a past President of NETA and has received numerous awards for her designs. Toni has taught for
NAN, EGA, and ANG, as well as guilds and shops. She has been published in Needle Pointers, Needlepoint
Now, and in Needle Arts as the Artist Across America. She enjoys all types of stitching and especially sharing
her knowledge with others. Toni currently resides in Colorado. www.tonigerdes.com
Diane Herrmann
Diane holds Teachers’ Certification in canvas embroidery from NAN and is currently NAN’s Assistant Director
of Teaches’ Certification. She has taught nationally and for local and regional guilds and chapters. She has received several prestigious awards and honors for her work. As a retired University of Chicago mathematics
teacher, Diane often uses math concepts as inspiration for her designs and presentations. She also has a special interest in textiles from the Maya tradition. www.dianeherrmann.com
Kaye Judt
Kaye has been an avid embroiderer since the 1980’s beginning in surface embroidery and venturing into
many other embroidery fields. Her other interests include quilting and tatting. She is part owner of KJLA Designs. KJLA Designs sells original kits for temari, both retail and wholesale. “Our designs are based on tradition; but look towards the future for temari embroidery.” She is a member of EGA, ANG, and NAN and holds
Teachers’ Certification in surface embroidery from NAN. She is also a member of the Japanese Temari Association where she is working on Level 2 certification. She has been teaching embroidery locally since 1987 and
nationally since 2007 for The Quilters’ Hall of Fame, EGA, and NAN. www.kayejudt.com
Jennifer Riefenberg
Jennifer enjoys teaching, both technical skills and the pure love of art and creativity. She is actively teaching
both in-person as well as remotely, which removes geographic constraints. Jennifer holds Teachers’ and
Judges’ Certifications through NAN and serves on the NAN Board as the Director of Judges’ Certification. She
was selected as the Designer Across America for EGA in 2019 and has been published in several magazines
including Needle Pointers. She is also an artist and has won national and regional awards for her paintings.
She is currently exhibiting her work at galleries in Denver and Boulder, CO. www.artofsunshine.com
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Mary Alice Sinton
Mary Alice obtained her Bachelor of Fine Arts in graphic design in 1975 from Stephens College of Columbia,
MO. She started her needle arts career studying Hawaiian quilting while living in Hawaii 1976 -1982. During
the 1980’s she won several international awards with her Hawaiian quilting original designs. She began studying Japanese Embroidery in 1990 and traveled twice to Japan to study at Kurenai-Kai. She certified to teach
Traditional Japanese Embroidery in 1999 and Japanese Bead Embroidery in 2004. She taught the Young Student’s class at the Japanese Embroidery Center from 1995-2005. She teaches Japanese Silk and Bead Embroidery monthly by Zoom and in-person in her home, and at regional and national seminars around the US.
www.bluebonnetstudio.com.
Laura Smith
Laura is an embroidery innovator and nationally known designer working in textiles and mixed media. Her art
has been shown all over the US. She holds the Master Craftsman designation from EGA and chaired the EGA
Master Craftsman in Color program for 12 years. She is a past Chairman of EGA Fiber Forum, former director
of an arts center, and the National Gold Thread Award winner for EGA in 2021. www.Stitch4Fun.com
Debbie Stiehler
Debbie is an international needleart designer, teacher, and lecturer who combines artistic ability with a sense
of humor to mentor students in finding their own talents. She has taught at many seminars, guilds, and privately in the US and Canada. She currently resides in South Carolina. Debbie holds Level 2 Teachers’ Certification from NAN. She is also an EGA Master Craftsman in canvas embroidery. Debbie has written numerous articles for Nanthology, Needle Pointers, Needlearts and Needlepoint Now. She has served more than 10 years
on the NAN Board of Directors, including as Director of Education.
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