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Treasurer
Teresa Frank
treasurer@needleart.org

The entire 2023 Assembly brochure can be
downloaded and more information about the
National Academy of Needlearts and our
programs can be found at our website:

www.needleart.org
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The National Academy of Needlearts was established in 1985 as an organization devoted to the advancement of
embroidery as an art form. Its goal is to uphold the highest standards in the needlearts by providing ex cellence in
education to all those interested in furthering their embroidery skills as teachers, judges, artists, designers, authors,
or technically proficient embroiderers.
The Academy maintains its outstanding archival collection of embroidery at the Gregg Museum of Arts & Design at
North Carolina State University in Raleigh, North Carolina.
NAN annually sponsors its Assembly for Embroiderers, which is an unrivaled needlework seminar for stitchers of all skill
levels and interests who are members of the Academy.

Director of Education:
Toni Gerdes
Director of Teachers’ Certification:
Diane Herrmann
Asst. Director of Teachers’ Certification:
Celeste Chalasani

Director of Judges’ Certification:
Jennifer Riefenberg
Secretary/Treasurer:
Teresa Frank
Member at Large:
Dawn Donnelly
NAN Coordinator:
Sandy Switzer

Ad Hoc Committees
Membership and Registrar:
Dawn Donnelly
Dean of Faculty and The Exemplary Administrator:
Candy Chadderton
Photographer:
Jennifer Riefenberg
Tour Coordinator:
Gail Sirna
Gregg Museum Liaison:
Patricia Tector
NANthology Editor:
Regina Mahoney
Website, Facebook, and Assembly Brochure Editor:
Denise Beusen
National Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2023

Everyone is welcome to become a
member of NAN and attend Assembly.
If not currently a member, JOIN NOW. You may pay your
membership dues with your Assembly registration fees as
shown on the registration form on page 17.

Categories of Membership:
General Membership—$40.00: For all who wish to pay
annual dues. General Members are entitled to all publications from the Academy.
Life Member—$575.00: For all who wish to make a onetime payment of dues. Life Members are entitled to all
publications from the Academy.
Publications included with membership: NANthology
(quarterly online newsletter), NAN Flyer and NAN Assembly Brochure (online).

If you wish to pay your membership dues separately
from Assembly registration fees, please send check or
money order (payable to NAN), VISA, or MasterCard
(with expiration date) to:
Dawn Donnelly, Membership Chair
52806 Stag Ridge Drive
Macomb, MI 48042
membership@needleart.org

Connect with NAN on Facebook and Instagram
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Certification Workshops:
Judges' Certification: March 15 through 17
Teachers' Certification: March 16 and 17

British Decorative Arts Tour:
Friday, March 17

Welcome Dinner:
Friday, March 17

In 1995, the Board of Directors of the National Academy of Needlearts established its distinguished Lifetime
Achievement Award. This is the highest honor bestowed by the Academy, and is only given after careful
consideration and deliberation by the Directors. It is
awarded to the needle artist who, in the opinion of the
Academy, upholds the highest ideals of the Academy
and:


Exemplifies outstanding achievement in more than
one aspect of life in the needlearts.

Friday, March 17 - Tuesday March 21



Demonstrates the highest caliber of technical excellence in embroidery and in design.

Classes:



Provides innovative and ongoing service to the needlework community.



Mentors fellow embroiderers, either by example or
direct teaching.



Compiles a body of embroidered works which show
virtuosity of technique and design.



Continues to grow throughout her/his career.

The Exemplary Open:

Saturday, March 18 - Tuesday, March 21

Merchandise Night:
Saturday, March 18

Awards Banquet:
Monday, March 20

John and Rebecca Booth have
graciously invited NAN members into their home for an
exclusive tour of their collection of British decorative arts
from the Empire. Garnered
over 40 years, it samples English, Anglo-Indian, AngloChinese, Anglo-Caribbean and
American cultures in the form
of furniture, porcelain, textiles, silver, portrait miniatures, and ceramics. The textile collection is primarily English and spans from 16th to 18th century; it includes everything from an Elizabethan table carpet to a court purse
once owned by Bonnie Prince Charlie's mother while exiled
in France! The tour is limited to 30 people. We start at 9:30
a.m.; lunch will follow along with a visit to The Knotted
Needle (knottedneedle.com) before returning to Somerset
Inn. Transportation to and from tour will be provided by
private automobile.

Join us to honor our
2023 Lifetime Award Recipient:

Lynn Payette
The first recipients of the Lifetime Achievement
Award were Betsy Robb and Louise Downing in
1995. To see the complete list of Lifetime
Achievement winners visit:

www.needleart.org

Cost: $42. Includes lunch, dessert, drink (soda/coffee),
tip and tax.
National Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2023
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The Somerset Inn

2601 West Big Beaver Rd.
Troy, MI 48084
(248) 643-7800

There are several airports that serve the Detroit area.
The largest is Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport, which is approximately 39 miles (45 minutes
drive time) from the Somerset Inn. Flint airport is approximately 49 miles (45 minutes drive time) from the
Somerset Inn.
Options for traveling from the airport to the hotel include:
•

Car rental:


•

The Somerset Inn is a boutique hotel conveniently located just off I-75 on Big Beaver Road at Coolidge. In
the center of Troy’s business district, the hotel is next
to the magnificent Somerset Collection, Troy’s premier
shopping and dining destination.
Please make your own hotel reservations with The
Somerset Inn. To reserve your room, visit
www.somersetinn.com or call (248) 643-7800 or
(800) 228-8769.
Use the code Group Attendee 437 to receive the NAN
group rate!
The room fee is $145 per night for the tower and $165
per night for the Executive Wing. The room fee includes coffee/tea service, newspaper, fitness center,
free internet, and local phone. Executive Wing rooms
offer more space and an in-room refrigerator. Check-in
time is 4:00 p.m. Checkout time is 12:00 noon.
Rooms booked other than through the NAN room
block will incur a $10.00/night surcharge.

•

If you opt to rent a car, parking at the hotel is
free.

Limo services:


ALLSTAR: (248) 549-8800 or (888) 885-5466
www.allstarvip.com



Detroit Airport Town Cars: (800) 381-1714
www.detroitairporttowncars.com

Ride sharing services:


Uber www.uber.com



Lyft www.lyft.com

NAN extends an invitation to all students, faculty, and
friends to participate in Merchandise Night at 5:30 p.m.,
March 18, 2023. Unique, handmade, needleworkrelated items are the focus of this fun evening.
Vendors may reserve tables at a rate of $40 per table.
Please send a list of the items you plan to offer along
with your registration for this event. Pre-registration is
required; see the registration form on page 17.
Send registration form and fees
to the NAN Registrar:
Dawn Donnelly, Registrar
52806 Stag Ridge Drive
Macomb, MI 48042
registrar@needleart.org

National Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2023
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402: Japanese Embroidery
Study Group ─ Mary Alice
Sinton
Proficiency Level: All
Kit Cost: Depends on the Phase; purchase prior to class from instructor if
needed
Ground: 100% silk fabric
Design Size: N/A

401: Interpreting the Painted
Canvas ─ Debbie Stiehler
Proficiency Level: Intermediate to
Advanced
Kit Cost: $100
Ground: Painted canvas
Design Size: 12” x 16” or 192 square
inches (or smaller)
Debbie will interpret your canvas
using the principles of focal point,
depth perception, and color placement to create a unique stitch
guide for each student. The design
size is limited to 12” x 16” or 192
square inches. A full-size photocopy of your canvas is due to Debbie by January 10th. Students will
receive a list of suggested threads
and embellishments prior to class.
Class size is limited to 18 students.

Student to Bring: Painted canvas
mounted on stretcher bars, suggested threads and embellishments, and usual stitching supplies.
Pre-work: Select canvas, mail photocopy of canvas, and gather
threads and embellishments that
Debbie will suggest.

National Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2023

All levels of Japanese Embroidery
(JE) are taught including Phase
pieces and challenge pieces enhancing the student’s journey into
the way of Japanese Embroidery.
Exploring JE helps a student improve their overall stitching in any
medium with the discipline and
structure found in JE. Please allow
a minimum of 6 weeks prior to
class to order a JE kit.

Student to bring: JE supplies, including awl, tekobari, JE needles,
scissors, magnification, light box.
Pre-work: None

403: Spring Sampler ─Celeste
Chalasani
Proficiency Level: Intermediate
Kit Cost: $150
Ground: Silk shantung
Design Size: 8 ½” x 7”
Spring has always been my favorite time
of year. The first blooms always bring
hope, the taste of what is to come. This
year, spring signifies so much more.
Spring represents the hope of the end
of this pandemic. It signifies the hope
that we can once again come together,
sing together, and enjoy life together.
The phrase I chose for the sampler is
from the Song of Solomon. Students
may choose to stitch an alternative
phrase, names and dates, or may leave
the interior of the sampler blank. This is
a “slow stitch” project, meant to be savored over time. Left-handed instructions available upon request.
Student to bring: 12” x 12” stretcher
bars; two 4” embroidery hoops; wire
cutters; 6” ruler; tweezers; acid free dark
green felt tip marking pen; acid free red
felt tip marking pen; acid free glue stick;
masking tape; mechanical pencil or Pigma® pen; small sharp scissors; paper scissors; cream colored sewing thread; needle
puller; needle threader; and usual stitching
supplies. Magnification is highly recommended. Optional: a doodle cloth to practice stitches.
Pre-work: 2-4 hours. Students will
transfer the design to their background
fabric.
Page 6

101: Gertrude the Patchwork Giraffe ─
Toni Gerdes
Proficiency Level: Intermediate
Kit Cost: $150
Ground: 18-ct white canvas
Design Size: 9” x 11”

Student to Bring: 13”x 15” stretcher bars, usual stitching supplies including scissors and laying tool.
Pre-work: None

102: Flames of Desire ─ Kaye Judt
Proficiency Level: Intermediate
Kit Cost: $100
Ground: 3 ½” thread wrapped S8 temari and cotton fabric
Design Size: 3 ½” sphere and ½” tall yubinuki

A feeling of warmth overcomes you as you gaze at the
glowing colors of this temari. Steeped in history, the art
of temari can quickly become an obsession. Adding more
divisions to the pre-wrapped, eight division temari makes
stitching this design easy. A coordinating stand, also
called a yubinuki or stitched Japanese thimble, allows you
to show off your creation with style.
Student to Bring: Scissors to cut thread, scissors to cut
paper, thimble, scotch tape, fine pen for marking
yubinuki pattern, red or orange marker, 6” clear ruler,
optional light and magnification.
Pre-work: None
National Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2023
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103: Circling In On Circles ─
Do Andrew
Proficiency Level: Beginner
Kit Cost: $20
Ground: N/A
Design Size: 5” x 10” up to 11” x 14”, depending on design involved
Have you ever thought about how many ways
we use circles in our lives? Think of pills,
buttons, cakes, many forms of fruits, and don’t
forget rings, bubbles, and merry-go-rounds,
too! A circle can be a quiet, undemanding but
challenging shape. But a circle can also take so many directions: to be filled with color and became a blossom,
be distorted into an abstract statement, or develop the three-dimensional illusion of a pumpkin shape.
This class offers both a challenge and an opportunity to try a different approach to our thinking. Let’s see
where our circle study will lead us. We’ll share circle ideas, maybe to enlarge or reduce, or to overlap or divide
them. Will your circles turn into a sparkling sea scape, a quiet garden, or a bold abstract? See you in class!

Student to Bring: Regular stitching materials, sketch paper and pencils, colored pencils as needed. More may
be added as class approaches and the instructor has developed more ideas to share in the student letter.
Pre-work: Any circle designs in progress. Bring design ideas, photos for reference material.

104: Mountains to the Sea ─
Laura Smith
Proficiency Level: Basic Intermediate and beyond
Kit Cost: $95
Ground: Congress cloth
Design Size: 8” x 10”
Create a serene evening by the sea with
stitched textures and subtle color progressions. Trace design elements and paint a
background. Add sheer fabric overlays to provide texture for the sky and mountains. The
barn and foreground tundra are fabric appliqués. The foreground can be embellished
with hand stitches to represent flowers or sea grass. The lighthouse and ocean are softly shaded with longand-short stitch. Bring the ocean to life by adding silver reflections.

Student to Bring: 12” x 14” stretcher bars, tacks, usual stitching supplies, tack hammer if possible.
Pre-work: None
National Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2023
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105: Petite Pansy ─ Barbara Ellis
Proficiency Level: Intermediate
Kit Cost: $85
Ground: Thread and beads
Design Size: 15” rope (adjustable) with a 2” x 4” flower
pendant
A necklace featuring the passionate pansy flower, a botanical beauty in full bloom. It is created in brick stitch,
with size 11/0 cylinder beads in pale blush pink and
tones of lavender or royal blue with deep purple. Accents of 2.5mm bicone crystals are woven into the delicate petals and embellished with rondels, leaves and
pearls. The pansy flower pendant has a silver bail and is
showcased on a Russian spiral created in 11/0 and 15/0
seed beads.
Student to Bring: Beading mat or board, good light
source (battery operated), one G thread (blush or royal
blue), size 10 and 12 beading needles, small sharp pair
of scissors, ruler or tape, magnified eye wear if needed.
Pre-work: None

106: Ribbon Pumpkin ─ Janet Zickler Casey
Proficiency Level: Intermediate
Kit Cost: $275
Ground: 18 ct white canvas
Design Size: 10” x 10” x 10”

Ribbon Pumpkin is a 3-dimensional pumpkin that is created by combining different “ribbons” stitched in rich
colorful fall patterns. Each of the 2-3” wide ribbons will
be stitched using an assortment of threads including
Splendor Silk, Neon Rays, Watercolors, Fyre Werks, Sparkle Rays, and Kreinik Metallics. The final result is a beautiful holiday decoration that can stay put for the entire
fall season. Finishing instructions will be included and
discussed in class.
Student to Bring: Two sets of 16” x 16” stretcher bars and the usual stitching supplies, including light and
magnification if needed.
Pre-work: None
National Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2023
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107: Through The Looking Glass ─ Kurdy Biggs
Proficiency Level: Advanced
Kit Cost: $170
Ground: 18 ct canvas
Design Size: 9” diameter circle
Come join me on a stitching journey Through the
Looking Glass as we stitch this stunning kaleidoscopeinspired piece. We start our passage at the center of
the kaleidoscope with an exquisite three-layer Jessica
and continue our exploration of stitches including
Double Fans, Walnetos, Jessicas, Crescents, Sheafs
and Wrapped Eyelets as we progress outward. Our
stitches will use luscious silk and metallic threads
from Rainbow Gallery, Kreinik, Bijoux and Accentuate
in a color palette ranging from creamy white to vintage gold and on to shimmering bronze. Once the
stitching is completed, beads and crystals will be added to complete the kaleidoscope design. A yellow colorway will be available as well.
Student to Bring: 14” x 14” stretcher bars, usual stitching supplies.
Pre-work: None

108: Studio Time ─ Diane Herrmann
Proficiency Level: All
Kit Cost: None
Ground: N/A
Design Size: N/A
If you would like to finish some works in progress
or begin an old or newly purchased project, this
class is for you. If you wish to treat yourself to the
luxury of uninterrupted stitching time, this class is
for you. If you have any unfinished class projects,
now is the time to get additional help. The informal structure of Studio Time lets you use the class
to meet YOUR needs, offering a great learning experience...and fun, too!

National Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2023
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201: Imari Wind ─ Jennifer Riefenberg
Proficiency Level: Intermediate
Kit Cost: $110
Ground: Congress cloth
Design Size: 6” x 6”
Imari Wind is inspired from the ceramic patterns of
Japan known as Imari. This elegant piece introduces
many unusual patterns and stitches with silk and metal for the intermediate student. The design creates a
sense of movement and interest, and the colors are
reminiscent of deep tone jewels. The kit includes a
line drawn design on Congress cloth, silk and other
threads, and instructions to complete the piece. Let
your needle fly on the Imari Wind.
Student to Bring: 10” x 10” stretcher bars, laying tool,
usual stitching supplies, light and magnification if
needed.
Pre-work: None

202: Saffron Crocus ─ Kaye Judt
Proficiency Level: Intermediate
Kit Cost: $60
Ground: 32 ct Belfast linen
Design Size: 6” x 6”
Planted in August and harvested by hand in October, the saffron crocus holds the world's most expensive seasoning. Try the Italian needle art of reticello cutwork using the gentle colors of the crocus.
This is the first in a set of four samplers that will
explore the different stitches of reticello while celebrating the seasons.
Student to Bring: Small scissors to cut threads, light
colored basting thread, thimble (needed), straight
pins, tweezers, needle grabber, measuring tape,
pen and paper to take notes, optional light and
magnification.
Pre-work: None
National Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2023
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203: Heart of the Sea – Dawn Donnelly
Proficiency Level: Intermediate
Kit Cost: $88
Ground: Cork linen
Design Size: 6 ½” x 9”
Heart of the Sea: what a way to showcase your beachcombing collection, especially shells. A variety of stitches will be used to bring this
piece to life. The student will learn how to transfer the base lines to the
linen, and then spend time creating their own scene. Shells are included
in the kit, but the student may want to use some of their own.
After the student has arranged and set the design of their piece, time
is spent learning how to attach the shells to the linen using a few
methods. In addition, the student will learn how to create a sea anemone, sea urchin, sea worm, starfish, and brain coral. Stitches include
Ribbed Spider’s Web, Buttonhole Rings, Fake Bullion, Eyelet, Ribbed
Lazy Daisy and French Knots.
Student to Bring: 10” x 13” stretcher bars (no scroll frames), red and green color pencils, tweezers, magnifier
and light if needed, usual stitching supplies.
Pre-work: None

204: Adirondack Autumn ─
Laura Smith
Proficiency Level: All
Kit Cost: $84
Ground: Lutradur®(100 g/yd)
Design Size: 11” x 14”

Autumn leaves contrast with a background of evergreens – or your choice of colors. For the sky,
create a sunrise, a blue sky, or a stormy sky with
sun underneath (as pictured). Paint the background on sturdy, translucent Lutradur® 100.
Then, embellish it with sheer fabrics to create texture. Render evergreen trees with one stitch and
brightly colored deciduous trees with a contrasting
stitch. There are several options for stitches. Learn to contrast the stitches to mimic textures of an oldgrowth forest. Optional deckle edge for easy finishing!
Student to Bring: Usual stitching supplies, including scissors for paper, fabric, and embroidery; neither a
hoop nor stretcher bars are used.
Pre-work: None
National Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2023
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205: Turkish Delight ─ Barbara Ellis
Proficiency Level: Intermediate
Kit Cost: $125
Ground: Threads and beads
Design Size: 78” long necklace and one shorter
18” necklace
This is a dual strand infinity style necklace that
specializes in multi-rope variations connected
using coin pearls and jewel stones. Each section
and portion of the necklace is created one at a
time and connected to create one 78” long
necklace and one shorter 18” necklace finished
with a charm and drop focal piece. It is really
fun to create and there will be several colorways to choose from including purple haze, ivory coast, and midnight clouds.
Student to Bring: Beading mat or board, good light source (battery operated), 6 lb. Fireline (smoke color for
all kits except ivory coast where crystal is preferred) or thread preference, beading needles (size 12 and 13),
small sharp pair of scissors, ruler or tape, magnified eye wear if needed.
Pre-work: None

206: Patchwork Evergreen ─ Janet Zickler Casey
Proficiency Level: Intermediate
Kit Cost: $275
Ground: 18 ct canvas
Design Size: 9” x 12”
Patchwork Evergreen is a 3-dimensional puzzle tree that consists of 4
canvases executed in a patchwork of fun holiday- and tree-themed
patterns stitched in a variety of threads and textures. The threads
include a wide variety of greens, gold, whites and reds in Vineyard
Silk, Watercolours, Sparkle Rays, Neon Rays Plus, Fyre Werks, Kreinik
Metallics, Splendor Silks, Entice and Glisten. The finishing instructions will be included and discussed in the class.
Student to Bring: Four sets of 13” x 16” stretcher bars (students
could get by with two and change out the canvases on day two), usual stitching supplies, light and magnification if needed.
Pre-work: None

National Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2023
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207: Under the Summer Sun ─ Kurdy Biggs
Proficiency Level: Intermediate
Kit Cost: $165
Ground: 18 ct canvas
Design Size: 11” diameter circle
Are you ready to relax Under the Summer Sun? Come
along with me as we create our own summer oasis.
Radiating out from large sundial shell in the center we
will use a variety of Jessicas, Swirls, Wrapped Eyelets,
Sprats Heads and Crescent stitches to create the sand
and surf of our oasis. Our palette will be a range of
blues and browns in luscious silks and sparkling metallics to bring the sea and shore to life. Once the
stitching is complete, we will add beads and crystals
to add the sparkle and reflection of the summer sun.
Student to Bring: 14” x 14“ stretcher bars, usual
stitching supplies.
Pre-work: None

208: Studio Time ─ Diane Herrmann
Proficiency Level: All
Kit Cost: None
Ground: N/A
Design Size: N/A
If you would like to finish some works in progress or
begin an old or newly purchased project, this class
is for you. If you wish to treat yourself to the luxury
of uninterrupted stitching time, this class is for you.
If you have any unfinished class projects, now is the
time to get additional help. The informal structure
of Studio Time lets you use the class to meet YOUR
needs, offering a great learning experience...and
fun, too!

National Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2023
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Do Andrew
Do is an artist and designer, teacher, lecturer, judge, and author
who creates work in a variety of media in the needle art and fine
art disciplines. She has NAN certifications as both a Master Teacher
and Master Judge, and completed the Honors Level. Do was the
Director of Judges’ Certification for six years and currently is the
Monitor for the Master Judging program. She holds a BFA degree
from Syracuse University and an MFA from Maryland Institute College of Art. Dolores is a retired Associate Professor of Art at Essex
Community College in Baltimore County, MD. She has written and
illustrated three books on textile subjects and is represented by
several galleries. Her artwork has been accepted in juried exhibitions throughout the U.S. www.DoloresAndrewDesigns.com

Barbara Ellis
Barbara Ellis is originally from Chicago, IL and graduated from
The Ringling School of Art and Design in Sarasota, FL. She has
received many awards for her work as a licensed interior designer and as a creator of fine jewelry. She also creates and designs
her own beaded jewelry pieces and patterns. She has been published in both Beadwork and Bead & Button magazines. She participates annually with the Toho Bead Competition and two of
her pieces traveled to both Japan and Germany on exhibition.
She was a Bead Dreams Finalist in 2017 and 2019. Currently her
latest creation, "Beaded Spats" will be on display at the grand
opening of the Bead Museum in Portland, ME later this year. She
shares her craft by teaching at The Center of The Arts of Bonita
Springs, FL, and various EGA events and organizations.

Kurdy Biggs
Kurdy is a counted canvas designer, teacher, and owner of
Threedles Needleart Designs. Kurdy holds a Level II Teaching
Certificate from NAN. Her geometric designs have won numerous awards from ANG, NAN, EGA, TNNA and Woodlawn. She has
been published in Needle Pointers, Needlepoint Now, and Cross
Stitch and Needlework. Kurdy has taught for national ANG, EGA
and NAN seminars and in retail shops. www.threedles.com

Toni Gerdes
Toni Gerdes holds Teachers’ Certification from the National
Academy of Needlearts, specializing in canvas embroidery. She
currently serves on the NAN Board of Directors as the Director
of Education after serving 5 years as Assistant Director of Teachers’ Certification. She has also served on the Boards of several
ANG chapters as Program Chair and President. She is a past President of NETA. She has received numerous awards for her
Janet Zickler Casey
designs as well as the prestigious NAN Lifetime Achievement
Janet holds a B.S. degree from the University of Texas in Medical
Award. Toni has taught for NAN, EGA, and ANG, as well as guilds
Technology, a field from which she recently retired after 40 years.
and shops. She has been published in Needlepointers, in NeedleJanet has taught for over 20 years, including ANG and EGA National point Now, and in Needle Arts as the Artist Across America. She
Seminars, Callaway School of Needle Arts, Blue Bonnet Studios, and enjoys all types of stitching and especially sharing her knowledge
many guild chapters, as well as several shops in the Houston area,
with others. She currently resides in Colorado. See pictures of
where she makes her home with her husband, Steve. An ANG and
her work at www.tonigerdes.com.
EGA Life Patron, she is an avid stitcher, designer, and teacher of
needlepoint and is known for creating whimsical three-dimensional Diane Herrmann
characters and ornaments for holiday and festive occasions.
Diane holds Teachers’ Certification in canvas embroidery from
NAN and is currently NAN’s Director of Teaches’ Certification.
Celeste Chalasani
She has taught nationally and for local and regional guilds and
Celeste is an award-winning designer and teacher specializing in chapters. She has received several prestigious awards and honStumpwork. She has been teaching since 2012 for NAN and at
ors for her work. As a retired University of Chicago mathematics
EGA chapter, region, and national events, online through
teacher, Diane often uses math concepts as inspiration for her
Craftsy, and virtually for Quiltfest. She is a graduate of the NAN designs and presentations. She also has a special interest in texTeachers’ Certification program specializing in Stumpwork and
tiles from the Maya tradition. www.dianeherrmann.com
was invited to accession her piece Tidal Treasures into the NAN
Permanent Collection at the Gregg School of Art & Design at
Kaye Judt
North Carolina State University. www.celestechalasani.com
Kaye has been an avid embroiderer since the 1980’s beginning in
surface embroidery and venturing into many other embroidery
Dawn Donnelly
fields. Her other interests include quilting and tatting. She is part
Dawn is a mixed-media artist who enjoys incorporating other
owner of KJLA Designs. KJLA Designs sells original kits for temari,
forms of art within needlepoint. She holds a Teachers’ Certifica- both retail and wholesale. “Our designs are based on tradition;
tion in canvas with NAN and teaches nationally and locally for
but look towards the future for temari embroidery.” She is a
NAN, The American Needlepoint Guild, and Embroiderers' Guild member of EGA, ANG, and NAN and holds Teachers’ Certificaof America. Dawn has been recognized for her excellence of
tion in surface embroidery from NAN. She is also a member of
work in numerous exhibitions. She spends her time volunteering the Japanese Temari Association where she is working on Level 2
as Membership Chair, Registrar, and Dean of Faculty for NAN,
certification. She has been teaching embroidery locally since
and President for ANG’s Magnificent Obsession Chapter. Several 1987 and nationally since 2007 for The Quilters’ Hall of Fame,
of her articles have been published in Needlepoint Now and Nee- EGA, and NAN. www.kayejudt.com
dle Pointers. www.threadupdd.com
National Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2023
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Jennifer Riefenberg
Jennifer enjoys teaching, both technical skills and the pure love of
art and creativity. She is actively teaching both in-person as well as
remotely, which removes geographic constraints. Jennifer holds
Teachers’ and Judges’ Certifications through NAN and serves on
the NAN Board as the Director of Judges’ Certification. She was
selected as the Designer Across America for EGA in 2019 and has
been published in several magazines including Needle Pointers.
She is also an artist and has won national and regional awards for
her paintings. She is currently exhibiting her work at galleries in
Denver and Boulder, CO. www.artofsunshine.com
Mary Alice Sinton
Mary Alice obtained her Bachelor of Fine Arts in graphic design in
1975 from Stephens College of Columbia, MO. She started her needle arts career studying Hawaiian quilting while living in Hawaii
1976 -1982. During the 1980’s she won several international
awards with her Hawaiian quilting original designs. She began studying Japanese Embroidery in 1990 and traveled twice to Japan to
study at Kurenai-Kai. She certified to teach Traditional Japanese
Embroidery in 1999 and Japanese Bead Embroidery in 2004. She
taught the Young Student’s class at the Japanese Embroidery Center from 1995-2005. She teaches Japanese Silk and Bead Embroidery monthly by Zoom and in-person in her home, and at regional
and national seminars around the US.
www.bluebonnetstudio.com.

Laura Smith
Laura is an embroidery innovator and nationally known designer working in textiles and mixed media. Her art has been shown
all over the US. She holds the Master Craftsman designation
from EGA and chaired the EGA Master Craftsman in Color program for 12 years. She is a past Chairman of EGA Fiber Forum,
former director of an arts center, and the National Gold Thread
Award winner for EGA in 2021. www.Stitch4Fun.com
Debbie Stiehler
Debbie is an international needleart designer, teacher, and lecturer who combines artistic ability with a sense of humor to
mentor students in finding their own talents. She has taught at
many seminars, guilds, and privately in the US and Canada. She
currently resides in South Carolina. Debbie holds Level 2 Teachers’ Certification from NAN. She is also an EGA Master Craftsman in canvas embroidery. Debbie has written numerous articles for NANthology, Needle Pointers, Needlearts and Needlepoint Now. She has served more than 10 years on the NAN
Board of Directors, including as Director of Education.

Your support of NAN makes it possible to educate and inspire the next wave of teachers, judges, technicians, and artists, and to increase public appreciation of embroidery. In addition, you can honor your friends
and family by making a gift in their memory or in appreciation of their contributions to the field.
NAN is a 501(c)(3) organization, allowing contributions to be deducted from the donor’s taxable income to
the full extent allowed by law. All donations are acknowledged by US Mail and in NANthology, the official
NAN publication.

The Angel Fund was established to help underwrite
the expense of The Exemplary. This annual exhibition provides a forum for artists and teachers to
display their works; offers a training opportunity for
judges working on certification; and inspires needlework enthusiasts at all levels of expertise. Your
contribution ensures this venue for sharing our appreciation of the needlearts continues.

The Circle Fund is based on the concept of a circle:
what goes around comes around. This fund provides scholarships for graduate study in our Teachers’ and Judges’ Certification Programs. Through
your contributions NAN passes our shared love of
needleart to those who follow us, and in doing so,
keeps the needlearts alive.

Donations to the Angel Fund and the Circle Fund can be made along with
your registration fee payment as indicated on the registration form, or online at:

www.needleart.org
National Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2023
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Registration opens October 1, 2022 and closes January 15, 2023. Registration fee(s), less a non-refundable $85.00 administrative
fee, will be refunded if written notice of cancellation is received at the address below on or before January 15, 2023; no refunds
will be issued after January 15, 2023.
Name: _____________________________________________
Phone (home): _____________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________

Phone (cell): _______________________________________

City: .______________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________

State: ______________________ Zip: ___________________

Emergency Contact: _________________________________

Dietary Restrictions (General) : _________________________

Emergency Contact Phone: ___________________________

____ Include me on the Roommate Request List

_____ I want to serve as a Guardian Angel for a newcomer

Certification Workshop No charge for current candidates
___Teachers’ Certification (March 16 and 17)
___Judges’ Certification (March 15-17)
Audit Fee for either Certification Workshop: $50 $_________

Assembly for Embroiderers (March 17-21, 2023)
Four-Day Registration (March 18-21): $625
$_________
Welcome Dinner, four days of class, and Awards Banquet
Two-Day Registration (March 18-19): $315
Welcome Dinner and two days of class

$_________

Two-Day Registration (March 20-21): $315
Two days of class and Awards Banquet

$_________

Facility Use Fee (for those not staying at The Somerset Inn)
In addition to the registration fee!
Two-Day Facility Use Fee: $115
$_________
Four-Day Facility Use Fee: $225
$_________

Additional Guests at the Welcome Dinner
______ x $65 each guest
Additional Guests at the Awards Banquet
______ x $85 each guest

Visa

Mastercard

$__________

Merchandise Night
Number of Tables: _____ x $40 per table
$__________
Advance registration and approval of merchandise required.
Send a list to the Registrar for approval.

Friday Tour
I will attend the tour: $42
$__________
Includes tour at 9:30 a.m. and lunch at a local eatery

NAN Membership Required to attend Assembly
Lifetime Membership: $575
$__________
General Membership: $40
$__________
____New Member
____Renewing Member

Angel Fund Donation (optional, see pg 16)
Circle Fund Donation (optional, see pg 16)

TOTAL AMOUNT

Check payable to NAN enclosed

$__________

$__________
$__________
$__________

Billing Address: _______________________________________

Name on Card: ___________________________________

City:_________________________________________________

Card Number: ____________________________________

State: _____________________________Zip: _______________

Expiration Date: ___________________ CCV: __________

Signature: ____________________________________________

1st Choice Class (4 Day)
2nd Choice Class (4 Day)
1st Choice Class (2 Day Sat/Sun)
2nd Choice Class (2 Day Sat/Sun)
1st Choice Class (2 Day Mon/Tues)
2nd Choice Class (2 Day Mon/Tues)
National Academy
Needlearts
Assembly
Sendofform
and fees
to 2023
Dawn

Donnelly, Registrar, 52806 Stag Ridge Dr, Macomb, MI 48042
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Teachers' Certification

Master Level

The National Academy of Needlearts Teachers’ Certification Program is a three-year program addressing all
aspects of embroidery instruction including the development of teaching and presentation skills, study in
design and color, and development of supplemental
materials that enhance and support the successful
teaching of needleart. The program is suited to either
the novice or the experienced teacher of the
needlearts who wishes to develop, improve and/or
refine her/his instructional skills.

Teachers’ Certification Master Level is for certified
teachers who wish to expand their education by
attending color and/or design and judging classes, and
by designing an intermediate/advanced class and an
expertise piece. In addition to writing a magazine article reflecting an interest in the needlearts field, candidates give a presentation on their expertise piece at
the NAN Teachers’ Certification Workshop.

The candidate may select one of two avenues:
• Original Design: The candidate designs and develops classes in her/his chosen medium, and compiles a portfolio of original teaching pieces.
• Non-Original Design: The candidate, with permission, develops classes when teaching others’ designs, charted designs, painted canvases, etc.

For additional information about the Teachers’ Certification Programs or about attending/auditing the
Teachers’ Certification Workshop, please contact:
Diane Herrmann
Director of Teachers’ Certification
5620 South Harper Avenue
Chicago IL 60637-1832
teachers@needleart.org

Full certification includes attendance at the annual
Teachers’ Certification Workshop held in conjunction
with the NAN Assembly for Embroiderers. Book critiques, color and design notebooks, hands-on teaching
presentation, and a display of the candidate’s embroidered work at The Exemplary complete the certification process.
The 2023 Teachers’ Certification Workshop will be
held March 16 and 17.

Download this entire

2023 Assembly booklet
or sections of it from our website:

www.needleart.org

Double Cypress Fans by Toni Marie Fourte
Best of Show for Japanese Embroidery,
The Exemplary 2022
National Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2023
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The National Academy of Needlearts offers certification for those interested in developing skills as a professional judge, juror, or critic of the needlearts. This
program takes from two to three years to complete
and begins with the candidate attending the Judges’
Certification held prior to Assembly.

The 2023 Judges’ Certification Workshop will be held
March 15-17. Anyone may audit the workshop.
For additional information about the Judges’ Certification Programs including Master Judge or Exhibit Administrator, or about attending/auditing the Judges’
Certification Workshop, please contact:

Judges’ Certification candidates are required to attend
Judges’ Certification workshops, review a variety of
books relating to the needlearts, participate in judging
on a trial basis in various venues, submit written documentation of their work, written critiques, and complete stitched samples of some techniques. Candidates
are mentored throughout the certification process.
Part of this program includes an open-book written
examination followed by a final interview with the
Judges’ Certification Committee.

Jennifer Riefenberg
Director of Judges’ Certification
23784 Snowflake Road
Cedaredge, CO 81413
judges@needleart.org

Judges’ Certification is open to any candidate who
meets one of the following requirements:
• Completion of NAN Teachers’ Certification Program
• Teacher Certification from another recognized

needlearts organization
• Degree in fine arts
• Comparable qualifications and needlework expertise

Circular Fans by Rachel Watkins
The Exemplary Popular Choice Award, 2022

Teacher Cum Laude

Honors

Teacher Cum Laude is a three-year program open to
certified needlework teachers who want to enhance
their existing creative output, to expand their creative
horizons, and to experience a journey of creativity leading to personal growth. Through self-discovery, the
teacher will emerge with a refreshed excitement toward
the creative process. The program culminates with a
presentation at Assembly and an exhibit in The Exemplary of the work produced during the course of study.

Honors is a research opportunity for those interested
in exploring a subject that pertains to the needlearts.
The research is to be done over five years at an advanced academic level. The program is open only to
certified needlework teachers and judges, and culminates with a written thesis, oral presentation, and a
stitched piece that is accessed into NAN’s permanent
collection.

For more information about Teacher Cum Laude or Honors, please contact:
Toni Gerdes
Director of Education
29781 Country Road 353
Buena Vista, CO 81211
certification@needleart.org
National Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2023
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The Exemplary showcases excellence in needlework
and the intermediate steps in its accomplishment.
It is an opportunity for everyone to show achievements, teach and learn by example, share, and find
camaraderie as each strives for personal growth. It is
a judged venue of needleart, a display of relevant
embroidery subjects, and the place where those enrolled in our certification programs exhibit their artistic work.

Eligibility & Entry Rules
•

Each entry must be embroidery: i.e., created with a
threaded needle.

•

Each entry to be judged must be the work of the entrant and have been completed within the last three
years.

•

Each entry is eligible for the judged competition only
once.

•

Each entry is limited to a size that can be insured and
shipped by the U.S. Post Office, UPS or FedEx.

•

Entries with glass should be personally delivered and
picked up. While glass is accepted, it is more difficult to
view work through glass and could affect the scoring
as well as photography. Museum glass is preferred.

Awards
Each entry will be judged on its own merits, regardless of
source. Ribbons for first, second, third, and honorable
mention are available for each category. Best of Show
(Jean Taggart Award) will be selected from the first place
winners in all categories except Japanese Embroidery.
Best of Show – Japanese Embroidery (Beverly E.Booker
Award) will be selected from the first place winners in
the Japanese Embroidery categories. Ribbons will be
awarded at the sole discretion of the judges and the
judges’ decisions are final. Each judge also has the option
to select one entry to receive a Judges’ Choice Award.
Awards representing the Academy’s goals of excellence,
innovation, and heart will be presented by the Academy’s
Board of Directors: The Exemplary, demonstrating outstanding technical skill; The Muse’s Kiss (Peg Laflam
Award), demonstrating innovation or imagination; The
Academy Heart (Jody Adams Award), demonstrating a
quality symbolically associated with heart such as beauty,
wisdom, passion, or courage; the Linda Calsing Award,
reflecting Linda’s love of history and travel; and the Betsy
Robb Award presented for excellence in predominant use
of silk and metal.
The following awards are presented by their sponsors:
The Dolores Andrew Award is presented to an original
entry that demonstrates creative use of color and design
in any medium. The Gail Sirna Award is presented to the
piece that portrays a flower or floral theme in the most
artistically and/or technically excellent way.

•

Entries packed with loose Styrofoam “peanuts” will
not be unpacked, displayed, judged, or critiqued.

•

Each entry must be completely and appropriately
finished.

•

Each entry must be equipped appropriately for display with the necessary cases, stands or wire hangers
(no saw tooth hangers).

Finally, each viewer may nominate an entry for the Popular Choice Award presented at the Awards Banquet to
the piece with the most nominations.

•

Each entry must have the title, entrant’s first and last
name, address, and telephone number firmly
attached to the back of the piece.

Reservation of Rights

•

Each entry must be properly registered and received
by the deadlines listed on page 23.

•

Entry fee: $25 for first entry, whether judged or not,
and $20 for each subsequent entry, whether judged
or not.

National Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2023

The Academy and Somerset Inn reserve the right to refuse to exhibit any entry that either party deems inappropriate in its sole judgment. The Academy also reserves
the right to re-classify any judged entry that is entered in
an incorrect category as determined by the Academy in
its sole judgment.
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Categories for Judged Entries

Categories for Non-Judged Entries

Non-professional and professional work will be judged
separately. A professional is a person who is trained
through continuous years of experience and education in
the field of needlework. This includes designing and/or
teaching, holding certification, teaching needlework on
a regular basis for monetary remuneration, or those
who consider themselves professionals. The judged
categories are:

Not judged and not eligible for awards.

1. Original: The entrant has taken control of and responsibility for all aspects of the entry from the initial concept, through the development of design, to
its final execution and presentation. An Artist Statement is required.
2. Adaptation: The entrant has taken inspiration from
another source, such as a painting, illustration or
photograph. An Artist Statement, which provides
appropriate credit and source, is required.
3. Non-original with Instruction: This includes class
projects, kits, charted designs, and pieces with stitch
guides. Please give source of instruction. An Artist
Statement is not required, but is recommended,
especially if any change has been made by the entrant.
4. Non-original without Instruction: This includes
painted canvases or pieces without a stitch guide. An
Artist Statement is required and should include a
description of choices made by the entrant.
5. Mixed Media: The entrant has combined embroidery
with another art form thereby stretching the boundaries of both. An Artist Statement is required.
6. Japanese Embroidery: Traditional Japanese Embroidery (JE) is the art of embellishing obis and kimonos.
An entrant should adhere to the 46 techniques of JE
and stitch on ground fabric of obi or kimono silk with
Japanese flat silk and/or Japanese gold/silver or colorful metallics. May be original or class pieces. Please
give source of design. An Artist Statement is not required, but is recommended.
7. Challenge: There is not a challenge this year.
Check NANthology for information about next
year’s challenge.

•

2023 Judges
Teresa Frank, Sequim, WA, NAN-Certified Judge
Diane Blinn, Massillon, OH, ANG-Certified Judge

National Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2023

•

•
•

For the Joy of Sharing is an opportunity for a stitcher
to share and viewers to enjoy. If in the future you
change your mind about having this piece(s) judged,
you may enter it at a future time in a judged category. It is only those that have been judged in The Exemplary before that cannot be entered again for
judging in this venue.
Needleart on Loan provides the opportunity for
sharing personal challenges, family, historical, or ethnic embroidery. Please include a typewritten description of the entry. Entry Fee: $25 per piece or $25 per
display table.
Next Time at Assembly is a display of programs for
the upcoming Assembly. No Entry Fee.
Certification, Teacher Cum Laude, or Honors is a
display of the candidates’ work. No Entry Fee.

Entry Deadline
Send Entry Form, Artist Statement, and Fees for arrival
no later than February 15, 2023 to:

Candy Chadderton, Exemplary Administrator
10146 Jenny Lynn Way
Elk Grove, CA 95757
exemplary@needleart.org

Artist Statement
Submission by email preferred. An Artist
Statement is recommended for each entry
and required in some categories. The
Artist’s Statement should be 150 words or
less, and state important information
about the piece, e.g., inspiration, materials, techniques, etc. Note any changes in
stitch, thread, etc., for non-original pieces.
Exhibition personnel reserve the right to
edit the Artist Statement. The Artist Statement for a prize-winning piece may be
used on the NAN website.
For further guidance, see the Artist Statement template that is downloadable at
https://tinyurl.com/y7err3mj
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Entry Delivery

The Exemplary Sales

Ship entries to arrive no later than Friday, March 3, 2023
to (do not request signature for delivery):

Any entry, judged or not, may be offered for sale
through the exhibition for a 30% commission payable to
the National Academy of Needlearts at the time of sale.
(The 30% commission applies to sales of work commissioned during the The Exemplary exhibition.) The seller
is responsible for setting the sale price. Delivery will occur in a manner agreed upon by the buyer and seller.
Items may not be removed from The Exemplary prior to
closing. The buyer or seller must make arrangements for
packing or shipping.

The NAN Exemplary c/o Deborah Mitek
8242 Sarah Court
Grosse Ile, MI 48138
(734) 347-6841
ineedlework@sbcglobal.net
Or, deliver entries personally to The Exemplary on
Wednesday, March 15, 2023 between 7:30 a.m. –
12:00 p.m. Arrangements may be made for Tuesday
night delivery.
Judging will begin promptly on Thursday at 8 a.m. Late
arrivals will be displayed but not judged.

Entry Pick-Up/Return
Retrieve your entry at the Somerset Inn on Tuesday,
March 21, 2023 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Or, entries pre-registered for return shipping will be
shipped immediately following the exhibition.
Entries may not be removed from the exhibition prior
to 1:00 p.m.Tuesday, March 21, 2023.

Critiques
At the entrant’s request, a judge will write a one-page
critique for any entry, judged or not, including Certification pieces. Fee: $25 per critique.

Photography
With the entrant’s permission, the Academy photographs
distinctive pieces for educational and archival purposes
and for use on the Academy website and social media,
and in NANthology. No other photography will be allowed without further permission from the entrant.

Disclaimer of Liability
In no event shall the Academy or Somerset Inn be responsible or liable, directly or indirectly, for any damage,
loss, cost or expense of any kind or nature with respect
to any entry, exhibit or class. By participating with any
entry, exhibit or class, you agree to be responsible for
any such damage, loss, cost or expense. Please check
that your homeowner’s insurance policy adequately covers your entries.

Award-winning works
from past Exemplaries
can be viewed online at
www.needleart.org/
gallery/exemplary-gallery

National Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2023
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Entry Title (as it should appear on the exhibit card):

Selling (mark only one):

______________________________________________

This entry is not for sale
This entry is for sale; Sale price: $____________
Seller agrees to the terms of sale as outlined on page 22.
Signed: ____________________________________
Date:______________________________________

Entry Dimensions: ______________________________
Entrant's Name (as it should appear on the exhibit card):
______________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________
City: __________________________________________
State: ______________ Zip: _______________________
Phone: ________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________

Critique (mark only one):
Critique this entry ($25 fee)
Do not critique this entry

Photography:

Entry Category (mark only one):
Non-Professional
Professional

Judged Entry (mark only one):
Original
Adaptation
Non-original with instruction
Source: ____________________________________
Non-original without instruction
Source: ____________________________________
Mixed Media
Japanese Embroidery

Entry Type (picture, box, purse, etc.):
______________________________________________

Non-Judged Entry (mark only one):
For the Joy of Sharing
Needleart on Loan
Next Time at Assembly
Certification (indicate year):____________________

Delivery Information:
This entry will be (mark only one):
Delivered in person
Shipped (see below)

Return Information:
This entry will be (mark only one):
Picked up in person by ________________________
Returned via UPS
Returned via US Postal Service
Returned via FedEx
Return shipping insurance value: $_________________
Pre-paid return shipping label must be enclosed.
National Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2023

Permission is granted to the Academy to photograph
the entry for educational and archival purposes and/or
use on the Academy website, social media and in NANthology (see photography policy on page 22).
Signed: _____________________________________
Date: _______________________________________

Fees:
Make checks payable to “National Academy of Needlearts”
or “NAN.” Entrant responsible for shipping and insurance.
First judged entry: $25/First Entry +
$20/Each Subsequent Entry
$__________
Multi-piece entry (i.e., Nativity Set): $30 $__________
For the Joy of Sharing entry: $25
$__________
Each requested critique: $25
$__________
Angel Fund donation (optional, see pg 16): $__________
Circle Fund donation (optional, see pg 16): $__________

Check Total: $__________
Send or email Entry Form, Artist Statement, and Fees to
arrive by February 15, 2023 to:
Candy Chadderton, Exemplary Administrator
10146 Jenny Lynn Way
Elk Grove, CA 95757
exemplary@needleart.org
Ship entries to arrive no later than Friday, March 3, 2023 to:
The NAN Exemplary c/o Deborah Mitek
8242 Sarah Court
Grosse Ile, MI 48138
(734) 347-6841
ineedlework@sbcglobal.net
(Do not request signature for delivery)
Personally delivered entries must be given to a NAN staff
member in The Exemplary at the Somerset Inn on
Wednesday, March 15, 2023 between 7:30 a.m - Noon.
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Toni Gerdes, Director of Education
29781 County Road 353
Buena Vista, CO 81211
https://www.needleart.org
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