Do Andrew
Do is an artist and designer, teacher, lecturer, judge, and author
who creates work in a variety of media in the needle art and fine
art disciplines. She has NAN certifications as both a Master Teacher
and Master Judge, and completed the Honors Level. Do was the
Director of Judges’ Certification for six years and currently is the
Monitor for the Master Judging program. She holds a BFA degree
from Syracuse University and an MFA from Maryland Institute College of Art. Dolores is a retired Associate Professor of Art at Essex
Community College in Baltimore County, MD. She has written and
illustrated three books on textile subjects and is represented by
several galleries. Her artwork has been accepted in juried exhibitions throughout the U.S. www.DoloresAndrewDesigns.com
Kurdy Biggs
Kurdy is a counted canvas designer, teacher, and owner of
Threedles Needleart Designs. Kurdy holds a Level II Teaching
Cer ﬁcate from NAN. Her geometric designs have won numerous awards from ANG, NAN, EGA, TNNA and Woodlawn. She has
been published in Needle Pointers, Needlepoint Now, and Cross
S tch and Needlework. Kurdy has taught for na onal ANG, EGA
and NAN seminars and in retail shops. www.threedles.com

Barbara Ellis
Barbara Ellis is originally from Chicago, IL and graduated from
The Ringling School of Art and Design in Sarasota, FL. She has
received many awards for her work as a licensed interior designer and as a creator of ﬁne jewelry. She also creates and designs
her own beaded jewelry pieces and pa erns. She has been published in both Beadwork and Bead & Bu on magazines. She parcipates annually with the Toho Bead Compe on and two of
her pieces traveled to both Japan and Germany on exhibi on.
She was a Bead Dreams Finalist in 2017 and 2019. Currently her
latest crea on, "Beaded Spats" will be on display at the grand
opening of the Bead Museum in Portland, ME later this year. She
shares her cra by teaching at The Center of The Arts of Bonita
Springs, FL, and various EGA events and organiza ons.

Toni Gerdes
Toni Gerdes holds Teachers’ Cer ﬁca on from the Na onal
Academy of Needlearts, specializing in canvas embroidery. She
currently serves on the NAN Board of Directors as the Director
of Educa on a er serving 5 years as Assistant Director of Teachers’ Cer ﬁca on. She has also served on the Boards of several
ANG chapters as Program Chair and President. She is a past President of NETA. She has received numerous awards for her
Janet Zickler Casey
designs as well as the pres gious NAN Life me Achievement
Janet holds a B.S. degree from the University of Texas in Medical
Award. Toni has taught for NAN, EGA, and ANG, as well as guilds
Technology, a field from which she recently retired after 40 years.
and shops. She has been published in Needlepointers, in NeedleJanet has taught for over 20 years, including ANG and EGA National point Now, and in Needle Arts as the Ar st Across America. She
Seminars, Callaway School of Needle Arts, Blue Bonnet Studios, and enjoys all types of s tching and especially sharing her knowledge
many guild chapters, as well as several shops in the Houston area,
with others. She currently resides in Colorado. See pictures of
where she makes her home with her husband, Steve. An ANG and
her work at www.tonigerdes.com.
EGA Life Patron, she is an avid stitcher, designer, and teacher of
needlepoint and is known for creating whimsical three-dimensional Diane Herrmann
characters and ornaments for holiday and festive occasions.
Diane holds Teachers’ Cer ﬁca on in canvas embroidery from
NAN and is currently NAN’s Director of Teaches’ Cer ﬁca on.
Celeste Chalasani
She has taught na onally and for local and regional guilds and
Celeste is an award-winning designer and teacher specializing in chapters. She has received several pres gious awards and honStumpwork. She has been teaching since 2012 for NAN and at
ors for her work. As a re red University of Chicago mathema cs
EGA chapter, region, and na onal events, online through
teacher, Diane o en uses math concepts as inspira on for her
Cra sy, and virtually for Quil est. She is a graduate of the NAN designs and presenta ons. She also has a special interest in texTeachers’ Cer ﬁca on program specializing in Stumpwork and
les from the Maya tradi on. www.dianeherrmann.com
was invited to accession her piece Tidal Treasures into the NAN
Permanent Collec on at the Gregg School of Art & Design at
Kaye Judt
North Carolina State University. www.celestechalasani.com
Kaye has been an avid embroiderer since the 1980’s beginning in
surface embroidery and venturing into many other embroidery
Dawn Donnelly
ﬁelds. Her other interests include quil ng and ta ng. She is part
Dawn is a mixed-media ar st who enjoys incorpora ng other
owner of KJLA Designs. KJLA Designs sells original kits for temari,
forms of art within needlepoint. She holds a Teachers’ Cer ﬁca- both retail and wholesale. “Our designs are based on tradi on;
on in canvas with NAN and teaches na onally and locally for
but look towards the future for temari embroidery.” She is a
NAN, The American Needlepoint Guild, and Embroiderers' Guild member of EGA, ANG, and NAN and holds Teachers’ Cer ﬁcaof America. Dawn has been recognized for her excellence of
on in surface embroidery from NAN. She is also a member of
work in numerous exhibi ons. She spends her me volunteering the Japanese Temari Associa on where she is working on Level 2
as Membership Chair, Registrar, and Dean of Faculty for NAN,
cer ﬁca on. She has been teaching embroidery locally since
and President for ANG’s Magniﬁcent Obsession Chapter. Several 1987 and na onally since 2007 for The Quilters’ Hall of Fame,
of her ar cles have been published in Needlepoint Now and Nee- EGA, and NAN. www.kayejudt.com
dle Pointers. www.threadupdd.com
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Jennifer Riefenberg
Jennifer enjoys teaching, both technical skills and the pure love of
art and creativity. She is actively teaching both in-person as well as
remotely, which removes geographic constraints. Jennifer holds
Teachers’ and Judges’ Certifications through NAN and serves on
the NAN Board as the Director of Judges’ Certification. She was
selected as the Designer Across America for EGA in 2019 and has
been published in several magazines including Needle Pointers.
She is also an artist and has won national and regional awards for
her paintings. She is currently exhibiting her work at galleries in
Denver and Boulder, CO. www.artofsunshine.com
Mary Alice Sinton
Mary Alice obtained her Bachelor of Fine Arts in graphic design in
1975 from Stephens College of Columbia, MO. She started her needle arts career studying Hawaiian quilting while living in Hawaii
1976 -1982. During the 1980’s she won several international
awards with her Hawaiian quilting original designs. She began studying Japanese Embroidery in 1990 and traveled twice to Japan to
study at Kurenai-Kai. She certified to teach Traditional Japanese
Embroidery in 1999 and Japanese Bead Embroidery in 2004. She
taught the Young Student’s class at the Japanese Embroidery Center from 1995-2005. She teaches Japanese Silk and Bead Embroidery monthly by Zoom and in-person in her home, and at regional
and national seminars around the US.
www.bluebonnetstudio.com.

Laura Smith
Laura is an embroidery innovator and na onally known designer working in tex les and mixed media. Her art has been shown
all over the US. She holds the Master Cra sman designa on
from EGA and chaired the EGA Master Cra sman in Color program for 12 years. She is a past Chairman of EGA Fiber Forum,
former director of an arts center, and the Na onal Gold Thread
Award winner for EGA in 2021. www.S tch4Fun.com
Debbie S ehler
Debbie is an interna onal needleart designer, teacher, and lecturer who combines ar s c ability with a sense of humor to
mentor students in ﬁnding their own talents. She has taught at
many seminars, guilds, and privately in the US and Canada. She
currently resides in South Carolina. Debbie holds Level 2 Teachers’ Cer ﬁca on from NAN. She is also an EGA Master Cra sman in canvas embroidery. Debbie has wri en numerous ar cles for NANthology, Needle Pointers, Needlearts and Needlepoint Now. She has served more than 10 years on the NAN
Board of Directors, including as Director of Educa on.

Your support of NAN makes it possible to educate and inspire the next wave of teachers, judges, technicians, and ar sts, and to increase public apprecia on of embroidery. In addi on, you can honor your friends
and family by making a gi in their memory or in apprecia on of their contribu ons to the ﬁeld.
NAN is a 501(c)(3) organiza on, allowing contribu ons to be deducted from the donor’s taxable income to
the full extent allowed by law. All dona ons are acknowledged by US Mail and in NANthology, the oﬃcial
NAN publica on.
The Angel Fund was established to help underwrite
the expense of The Exemplary. This annual exhibion provides a forum for ar sts and teachers to
display their works; oﬀers a training opportunity for
judges working on cer ﬁca on; and inspires needlework enthusiasts at all levels of exper se. Your
contribu on ensures this venue for sharing our apprecia on of the needlearts con nues.

The Circle Fund is based on the concept of a circle:
what goes around comes around. This fund provides scholarships for graduate study in our Teachers’ and Judges’ Cer ﬁca on Programs. Through
your contribu ons NAN passes our shared love of
needleart to those who follow us, and in doing so,
keeps the needlearts alive.

Dona ons to the Angel Fund and the Circle Fund can be made along with
your registra on fee payment as indicated on the registra on form, or online at:

www.needleart.org

Na onal Academy of Needlearts Assembly 2023

Page 16

